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English vessels delayed engaging the enemy as long as they could, but on
the 3rd June, the Turks forced them to attack. Fighting continued for
three days and ended in the rout of the Persians. Only two men were
killed and one wounded in the British ships, although they
" received above fifty shot in their Hulls, besides ye damage done their Masts
and Yards. . . . The Bashaw has transmitted an account of this Action with great
incomiums to the Port, and has likewise wrote to the Earl of Kinnoull about it,
the action was doubtless very brisk, but I could wish it were against some other
Nation, tho' I believe they (i.e., the Persians) will do us the justice to think that
nothing less than an absolute necessity cou'd ingage us to Act against them."1
The Agent and Council at Gombroon took a very serious view of the
matter, which, they feared, would aggravate still further the bad relations
subsisting between the Company and Nadir, and they were so apprehensive
of the punishment that Nadir might inflict upon them that they at first
contemplated evacuating the factory at Gombroon and taking to their
vessels. Urgent messages were sent to Whittwell, the representative
at Kirman, to settle up the Company's affairs there, and to come to
Gombroon. Nadir was, in fact, angry when he received the news, but
his wrath was not directed solely against the Company. He dismissed
Latif Khan from his post, saying that he should not have attacked the
Turks until the land force of 8,000 men was ready to co-operate with
him, As regards the Company, the affair was ultimately smoothed over
because Nadir was extremely anxious to obtain more shipping from it
or through its intermediary, and it did what it could to accommodate
him ; soon after, as will be explained in due course, he made preparations
to recover Bahrain from the Huwala Arabs, and a still more ambitious
project was to mature later.
When Nadir received word that the Khan of the Crimea had started
on his homeward march, he recommenced his operations against the
Lazgis, despite the lateness of the season. Marching from Shamakhi
via Alti Aghach and Darrakandi, he punished the inhabitants of Buduq
and Khinaluq and took measures to intercept the fugitives. He then went
via Gilyar to the north of Darband where he camped on the 2 ist November;
here he learnt that^Eldar, the " anti-Shamkhal," Surkhai and the Usmi
Afrmad Khan had joined forces at Ghazanish, in order to attack Khass
Fulad. He thereupon went to Majalis where he heavily defeated Khan
Muhammad, the son of Afcmad Khan. From Majalis he and his forces
proceeded through the mountain country to Gubden, in Khass Fulad's
1 Letter from French to London, dated the 5th/i6th June, 1735.   See also the Gombroon Diary,
i8th/2gth June.

